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The political editor of The Congressional Quarterly looks at how a bill becomes law--both on the

open floors of Congress and behind closed doors. Using the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993

as his focus, Ronald D. Elving shows how the bill was gradually expanded to draw support from

both parties. "Authoritative and suspenseful".--The Washington Post Book World.
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Elving is the political editor of Congressional Quarterly and a former Congressional Fellow with the

American Political Science Association.

Learn some of the ins and outs of Congress by following the narrative of one bill: the Family Medical

Leave Act from the mid 80s to its passage in 1993.Elving constructs a solid narrative in which the

main character is actually a piece of legislation. From this unique vantage point, the reader captures

the atmosphere and culture of Congress.This book is easy stuff for Capitol Hill longtimers, but more

importantly its not too difficult for newcomers who want to wade into congressional politics with a

good yarn rather than a dry and dusty book of rules.Recommended.

I have not finished the book, but I have enjoyed the in dept background and process to get a simple

law all the way to being signed and a law. The people and steps are fascinating.

Very informative and great source for my paper on FMLA.
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